TILLANDSIA AUREA . Mez        by Derek Butcher Sth. Australia in Bromeletter #3 1995

This is not a particularly common Tillandsia with quite a few under this name really T. humilis (in old terms aureo brunnea) so it was a name that did not spring to mind when I received a flowering plant all the way from Melbourne. Even in full flower it was only 16cm high and l8cm wide with about 20 very narrow but densely scaled leaves. There were only 4 flowers about 1.5cm apart in a rather lax inflorescence. Two had finished flower​ing, one was in flower, the last one in bud, and it was hot which meant if butchering was to occur it would have to be done quickly. Using my Key under yellow and also cream I kept coming to T. aurea, but further investigation was necessary because T. aurea has yellow petals and the specimen I was holding had cream petals .

A flower was dissected and details written down on one of my worksheets. Then came the exciting part of trying to match the worksheet details with the written description. I recommend this approach because if you check direct from plant to description you tend to cheat!

I came up with only two differences from the written description, namely petals were cream or ultra pale yellow compared to yellow, and the floral bracts were reddish purple not reddish brown. All other little bits seemed to equate. Was it a hybrid? If so, who could be the parents? Why not call this plant T. aurea cv. Creamy to differentiate it, and if someone else could prove it to be a hybrid at a later date, then let them do so. Here we had a dainty Tillandsia the likes of which I had never seen before.

WHERE CAN YOU GET IT? Well, it's like this. Maurie Kellett has these strips of cork and similar material (some enclosed in panty hose) hanging around his green house. All seem crowded out with tillandsia seedlings at various stages of development and all growing vigorously. He has a very scientific way of watering these at regular intervals but an unscientific way of writing labels. The plants that we all want is in a band amongst T. bergeri but alas there is no label for this section. Perhaps I could tell Maurie that I have a scientific way of writing labels and my seedlings get watered every time that Margaret or I pass by and remember the spray bottle. 0ur seedlings have plenty of space to expand and you can find them if you look carefully!

If and when you acquire a Tillandsia aurea cv. Creamy, and you doubt my findings, please let me know. AND if you don't know Maurie's address it's P.O. Box 115, HURSTBRIDGE  3099.

